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On March 9, just two days before the end of his term, President Patricio Aylwin granted pardons
to four political prisoners. The pardons were granted on condition that the four remain outside
the country for 20 years. Three of the four were serving life sentences in connection with a 1986
assassination attempt against Gen. Augusto Pinochet. Five of Pinochet's bodyguards were killed
in the assassination attempt, but the General escaped unharmed. The fourth was convicted of
participating in a rebel attack on a Militarized Police (Carabinero) station in 1988 and was serving a
20-year sentence.
All four are members of the Manuel Rodriguez Patriotic Front (Frente Patriotico Manuel Rodriguez,
FPMR). On March 17, the four flew to Belgium, which had previously granted them visas. Four other
political prisoners detained during the Pinochet regime (1973-1990) remain in the country. Two have
requested pardons, but have not been granted visas by any foreign country. The other two have
never received sentences, and thus are not eligible to solicit pardons.
During his term in office, Aylwin granted pardons to nearly 400 political prisoners arrested during
the Pinochet regime. Meanwhile, just five days before Aylwin issued the pardons, the government
issued a new report on political killings and forced disappearances which occurred during the
Pinochet regime. The report documented 3,129 cases of killings or disappearances, up from the
figure of 2,279 listed in the government's "Rettig Report," released in March 1991. Relatives of
victims listed in the official reports receive financial compensation from the government.
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